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   1 Purpose of Report

1.1 To allow Members to determine the scale of fees to be charged under the Gambling 
Act 2005.

2 Reason for recommendation

2.1 From the 1st April 2016 Members adopt the maximum level of fees chargeable under 
the Gambling Act 2005 (these fees being attached to this report as Appendix A).

2.2 A report will be presented to this Committee prior to April 2017, providing a review of 
the Gambling Act licensing fee levels and income generated.

2.3 To enable the Council to meet its statutory duty to set appropriate fees, on a full cost 
recovery basis only, in accordance with the Gambling Act 2005.

3 Background

3.1 The Gambling Act 2005 contains provision for Licensing Authorities to set their own 
fees, with certain caveats. At its meeting on the 27th November 2006, the Cabinet 
delegated responsibility for the setting of fees to the Licensing and Regulatory 
Committee (now Planning and Licensing Committee).

3.2 Fees must be set for all types of premises licences:
 Casinos
 Bingo
 Betting (off-course)
 Tracks (on-course betting)
 Adult Gaming Centres
 Family Entertainment Centres

3.3 The Gambling (Premises Licence Fees) (England and Wales) Regulations 2007 came 
into force on the 21st May 2007. These Regulations outline the maximum fees that are 
permitted to be charged by Licensing Authorities to enable full cost recovery. A list of 
the maximum fees chargeable is set out in Appendix A to this report.
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3.4 Under the Gambling Act 2005, the Licensing Authority is also responsible for dealing 
with the following permits and registrations:

 Unlicensed Family Entertainment Centre Gaming Machine Permits
 Registration of Small Lottery Licences
 Club Gaming Machine Permits
 Licensed Premises Gaming Machine Permits
 Prize Gaming Permits

3.5 This Authority has charged the maximum fees from the first year of licensing, and this 
report invites members to continue charging at this level, however it is also 
recommended that a report be brought before Planning and Licensing Committee in 
12 months’ time, to inform Members of the level of fee income and to seek 
endorsement for continuing with this approach. For those Local Authorities who keep 
their charges at maximum they have been warned, in the past, that such decisions 
could be challenged by the industry, and could lead to judicial review.

3.6 If members agree to charge maximum levels, the table below provides some indication 
of the annual income expected to be achieved in respect of gambling premises 
licences this year.

Premises 
Type

No. 
Premises

Maximum 
Annual 
Fee

Transfer 
Fee

New 
Application(provisional 
statement holder)

Total 
Annual 
Fee 
Income

Bingo Halls 3 £1,000 - - £3,000
Betting Shops 34 £600 - - £20,400
Adult Gaming 
Centres

9 £1,000 - - £9,000

Family 
Entertainment 
Centres

1 £750 - - £750

Track Betting - - - - -
Total 47 - - - £33,150

3.7 This report sets out a number of areas of activity which have been undertaken during 
the past 12 months. Members may wish to be aware of this activity when considering 
whether to charge maximum fee level.

3.8 Throughout the last 12 months we have processed the premises licence annual fees, 
this has been predominantly an administrative function. The collection of fees this year 
has been somewhat problematic as we have seen a number of premises with-holding  
payment of their annual fee until ‘enforcement action’ has been taken. Whilst the 
legislation allows the local Authority to revoke a licence for the non-payment of annual 
fees (s 193) this measure to date has not been necessary because upon receiving the 
notice the payment has been made.

3.9 During the last 12 months we have carried out compliance inspections to all the 
gambling premises in the borough, at the time of the inspections most premises were 
demonstrating a high level of compliance. It has been necessary for revisits to be 
made to some premises to bring them into compliance. We have also liaised with the 
Gambling Commission over issues in relation to gambling premises. 

3.10 We have passed on intelligence to the relevant agencies in relation to premises were 



illegal gambling and other illegal activities are taking place.

3.11 A report was taken to Planning and Licensing Committee in relation to supporting the 
campaign for safer gambling. The joint report with Public Health examined the effects 
of gambling on the individual who were gambling on Fixed Odds Betting Terminals,
these machines are high level stakes and prizes machines. People who regularly play 
them can experience heavy losses of money as the maximum stake on a single bet is 
£100 and the maximum prize is £500. The report also examined health concerns and 
problem gambling and the industry prospective. The decision made by Members was 
to support the campaign which calls for a significant reduction in stakes and prizes.

3.12 As part of its statutory duty the Licensing Authority has refreshed its Gambling 
Licensing policy. This involved consultation with members of the public, industry, other 
local authorities and responsible authorities. The Policy was approved at full Council 
on the 20th January 2016.

3.13 Following a complaint to the Gambling Commission and the Local Authority a joint 
enforcement initiative has been arranged to deal with non-payment of prizes. 

Alternatives considered

3. None.

4 Financial Implications

4.1 The financial information is set out in the table at 3.6 of the report.

5  Legal Implications

5.1 As indicted in the report the Council may set fees at a level necessary to cover the 
costs of providing a gambling licensing service in the Borough.

6 Personnel Implications

6.1 None.

7 Corporate Priorities

7.1 One of the corporate priorities is the protection of vulnerable adults from the harm, it is 
important to recognise the harm which can be caused from long term gambling and 
the effects that can have on an individual’s prosperity.

8. Risk Assessment Implications 

8.1 Failure to inspect and regulate businesses in accordance with gambling legislation 
could lead to an increase in problem gambling in the Borough.

9. Equalities Impacts

9.1 Workforce Equality Impacts Assessment

There are no (significant) workforce equality issues arising from this report.

9.2 Equality/Community Impact Assessments



There are no (significant) equality/community issues arising from this report.
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